1.8 million young 


undocumented immigrants 
could benefit from plan 


BY ZEKEMILLER, JILL COLVIN 
AND ALANFRAM 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON « President Donald 
‘Trump is proposing a plan that provides 
a path to citizenship for 1.8 million of 
the so-called “Dreamer” immigrants, 
tighter restrictions on legal immigra- 
tion and $25 billion in border security, 
the White House said, putting forward 
an outline likely to find resistance from 
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TRUMP PROPOSES 
PATH TO CITIZENSHIP 


A Border wall and host 


some of Trump's conservative allies. 

Senior White House officials offered 
on Thursday a preview of Trump's im- 
migration framework, casting it as a 
‘compromise that could pass the Sen- 
ate. The proposal represents a reversal 
for the president, who once promised 
to eliminate a program enacted under 
then-President Barack Obama protect- 
ing immigrants brought to the U.S. as 
children and now in the country ille- 
gally. Trump later urged lawmakers to 


of other strict immigration 
22a reforms would be trade-off 


extend the program but maintained he 
was not considering citizenship. 

The Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals program currently covers 
roughly 690,000 of those younger im- 
migrants — about half the number who 
qualified for the program, according to 
independent estimates. Trump's plan 
would expand this further by adjusting 
some of the requirements, officials said, 


See TRUMP + Page A7 


RELIANCE ON FOREIGN WORKERS GROWS 


Businesses say they need seasonal laborers from abroad to help support full-time 
employees in the U.S. But uncertainty clouds the future of the H-2B visa program. 


J.B. FORBES « forbesapost< 


Christian Valdez, 22, of TNT Lawn Services, takes measurements Wednesday at a business in Cottleville to prepare a bid on 
landscaping work. Valdez is a naturalized U.S. citizen, but his friends and cousins in Mexico are eager to work another season here. 


BY JESSE BOGAN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS « So far this year, more than 
1,750 unskilled labor jobs have been ad- 
vertised in Missouri that are pretty much 
guaranteed if applicants can pass a drug 
test. Most of the positions are in the St. 
Louis region and pay $13.81 an hour, plus 
$20.72 an hour for overtime. 

‘That's the prevailing wage set by the 
federal government's H-2B program for 


foreign seasonal workers, The jobs must 
first be offered to U.S. citizens, but they 
rarely apply — or last, 

“We've had one application in the 


past three years off those ads” said Jason 
Rives, general manager of Brake Land- 
scaping and Lawncare. 


Instead, Rives said he hopes 95 labor- 
ers from Mexico will be able to step up, 
as they've done in the past. Many land- 
scaping companies in the region — large 
and small — say they do the same to keep 


their businesses going strong and to sup- 
port full-time office and supervisor jobs. 
‘The companies say a domestic labor 
force to maintain residential yards and 
commercial grounds doesn’t exist any- 
more. American laborers who are will- 
ing and able often move up the ladder to 
higher-paying, year-round jobs, such as 
in construction, while high school and 
college students aren't showing up in the 
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School districts seek better way to measure progress 


BY KRISTEN TAKETA 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


Dozens of Missouri school districts are 
banding together in an attempt to re- 
form the state's standardized tests, 

‘This new consortium of schools, 
called the Missouri Assessment Part- 
nership, hopes to change a number of 
features about the annual testing ritual. 

For ane, schools don’t know how well 
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they did on state tests until the next 
school year, as much as half a year after- 
ward. Last year, state tests were given in 
spring and official results were released 
in November. 


By that time, most students had 
moved on to the next grade and many 
weren't in the same school or district. 
‘That makes it difficult for educators to 
use the test results to target what stu- 
dents need help with or to adjust their 
teaching. Instead, test scores are used 
primarily to label schools as high-per- 
forming or low-performing, said Keith 


See TESTS + Page a4 


GOP leaders 
are ready to 
dump parts 
of Greitens’ 

budget plan 


FJ 


Richardson Greitens 


Higher education 
Reducing state spending by 
$68 million looks like a no-go 


Infrastructure 
$25 million improvement 
program likely will be killed 


Income tax refunds 
Borrowing $250 million to 
issue checks faster is unlikely 


BYKURTERICKSON 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


JEFFERSON CITY « Top Republicans in 
the Missouri Legislature are poised to tor- 
pedo at least three key pieces of Gov. Erie 
Greitens' budget proposal. 

‘Three days after the embattled governor 
unveiled a $28.7 billion spending blueprint 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, budget 
negotiators in the House and Senate, as 
well as the leaders of both chambers, sug- 
gested the final spending bill they send to 
Greitens in May will look different than 
the one he unveiled Monday. 

‘Along with pledging to soften the cuts 
Greitens wants to make to the state's uni- 
versities, they said a $25 million infra- 
structure improvement program outlined 
by the Republican governor would likely 
be killed. And, they said Greitens’ plan 
to borrow up to $250 million to help pay 
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Amid opioid crisis, 
action lacking in 
Missouri against 
doctors who may 
overprescribe 


While the opioid epidemic rages on, no 
Missouri doctor was disciplined by the 
state medical board last year for overpre~ 
scribing prescription painkillers 

But that could all change this year. The 
state started collecting and investigat- 
ing opioid prescription data last month 
through a statewide drug monitoring pro- 
gram to identify doctors and clinics that 
overprescribe painkillers. About 500 Mis- 
sourians died in 2016 from overdasing on 
prescription painkillers, up from 100 in 
2001. Gov. Eric Greitens signed an execu- 
tive order in July to create the program tar- 
geting what he calls “pill mills” 

Before the monitoring program, the 
Missouri Board of Registration for the 
Healing Arts could only act after receiving 
a complaint or when a doctor was charged 


See DOCTORS + Page A7 
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Mizzou may end some grad programs « a3 
Clayton senior living facility planned + wx 
Automakers are banking on pickups + wx 


Schwartz back in action; Blues win 3-1 + c1 
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